DONALD WESTWOOD

Artistic Director, Stage Director, Producer

Professional Experience 

JACKSONVILLE LYRIC OPERA – Jacksonville, FL (2006 – Present)

Position:  Artistic Director, Stage Director                         www.themerrywidow.org

Produced and directed THE MERRY WIDOW (November 2007), celebrating the centennial of the American Premiere.  Presented by EMMA Concert Association, Flagler College, St. Augustine, FL.  (Client letters available.)  Currently producing and directing LA BOHEME for presentation in Marathon, Key Largo, and Key West, FL (February 2008). 

BELLEAYRE FESTIVAL OPERA

BELLEAYRE MUSIC FESTIVAL – Highmount, NY (1999 – Present) 

Position:  Artistic Director, Stage Director                                www.operamgt.com     

                                                                                          www.belleayremusic.org 

Produce and direct one main stage production (company of 50 – 60 performers and musicians, with Metropolitan Opera, New York City Opera, and other international soloists) and one production for young audiences each summer.  Summer 2008:  10th Anniversary Opera Gala – World’s Greatest Opera Choruses (with Soloists) and PAGLIACCI.

CEDAR RAPIDS OPERA THEATRE – Cedar Rapids, Iowa (June 2007)

Position:  Stage Director – Sondheim’s INTO THE WOODS

Directed production for two locations – outdoor park performances in Cedar Rapids and indoor theatre performances in Iowa City.  (Client letter available.)

Opera Management Corporation – NYC (1992 – Present)

Position:  President, Producer, Stage Director                         www.operamgt.com

Produce, direct, and manage most company productions.  Management, marketing and financial stewardship of all company programs, including consulting practice and periodic national and regional touring productions.      

VIENNA TO BROADWAY – RiverPark Center – KY (2004)

Position:  Associate Producer, Stage Director                                           

Responsible for fully staged production of three operettas, featuring 150 singers, dancers and musicians, including soloists of the Metropolitan Opera and New York City Opera, and dancers from Radio City and Broadway.  Produced by Zev Buffman (producer of more than 40 Broadway shows).  Performed in 2,200-seat venue.  (Client letter available.)  

OPERA NEWS Magazine (Metropolitan Opera Guild) – NYC (1994 – 2002) 

Position:  Music Critic  

Reviewed opera, concert, and recital performances at Lincoln Center (Avery Fisher Hall, Alice Tully Hall), Carnegie Hall, other venues in New York City, New York State, New Jersey, New England.  (Published writing samples available.)

Music Theatre Advancement Group, Inc. (MTAG) – NYC (1991 – 1992)

Position:  Producer

KISS ME, KATE – National Tour.  Produced and managed tour celebrating the centennial of composer Cole Porter’s birth.  All areas of production (including casting and design).  All business areas (including booking, tour management and promotion).  Played venues ranging from 1,200 to 7,000 seats.  Company of forty-five performers and musicians.  Additional tours produced and managed for MTAG (1985 – 1990):  KISMET, SOUTH PACIFIC, CAROUSEL, OKLAHOMA!  

Columbia Artists Management, Inc. (CAMI) – New York City (1978 – 1984)

Position:  Producer

Produced four 10-week national tours – DON PASQUALE, THE BARBER OF SEVILLE, NAUGHTY MARIETTA, and THE MERRY WIDOW.  Responsible for all aspects of production, including hiring (all personnel), production concept and execution, performance versions, tour management (including transportation and housing), customer relations, artist relations, media coverage in tour markets.

Education

New York University – Professional Studies Program – Entertainment Marketing

Pace University (NYC) – MBA Program – Organizational Behavior

Pace University (NYC) – BA – Cum Laude, Full Academic Scholarship

Association Memberships

American Management Association – Executive Member 

American Marketing Association

Awards

Alumnus of the Year – Pace University

Fine Arts Award – Pace University

Student Government Award – Pace University

Other Interests

Community Service, Physical Fitness, Cycling, Kayaking, Anthropology, Italian 

-   -   -   -   -

